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The Struggle of the Karen Ethnic Group for the Right to Land and Natural Resources

in Kaeng Krachan National Park
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Abstract

This article focuses on the struggle of the Karen Ethnic Group for the right to land and natural
resources in Kaeng Krachan national park. The research methodology comprises the literature review, the
in-depth interview, and the observation. It was conducted in two communities, Bang Kloi/Jai Pan Din and
Huay Ka Soo. The results showed that the Karen Ethnic Group has undertaken various struggling tactics
covering the physical resistances with civil disobedience and returning to their original home community,
the revitalization of collective rotational farming of community, the contestation of rights and legitimacy
on social spaces, strugsling through legal spaces with reclaiming of the constitutional community rights, the
Cabinet Resolution on the date of 3rd August 2010, and the application of national park laws including
conditions designed and made to and for a world heritage to be tools for negotiation with the government
to make dispute and rights resettlement on land, and resources management of the Karen ethnic

community in Kaeng Krachan national park.

Keywords: Karen ethnic group, Kaeng Krachan National Park, Community rights, Natural world heritage
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